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that are apt to break out in their faces, and sometimes rise
in vary odd figures. I have observed that those little
blemishes wear off very soon; but when they disappear in
one part of the face, they are very apt to break out in
another, insomuch that I have seen a spot upon the fore-
head in the afternoon, which was upon the chin in the
morning."

The author then proceeds to shew the absurdity of
breeches and petticoats, with many other curious observa-
tions, which I shall reserve for another occasion. I cannot
however conclude this paper without taking notice, that
amidst these wild remarks there now and then appears
something very reasonable. I cannot likewise forbear ob-
serving, that we are all guilty in some measure of the same
narrow way of thinking which we meet with in this abstract
of the Indian journal; when we fancy the customs, dresses,
and manners of other countries are ridiculous and ex-
travagant, if they do not resemble those of our own.1

following paragraph in "The Spectator," No. 575
Monday, August 2. 1714. is believed to have been con-
tributed by Swift.]

" The following question is started by one of the school-
men. Supposing the whole body of the earth were a great
ball or mass of the finest sand, and that a single grain or
particle of this sand should be annihilated every thousand
years. Supposing then that you had it in your choice to
be happy all the while this prodigious mass of sand was
consuming by this slow method till there was not a grain of
it left, on condition you were to be miserable for ever after ;
or, supposing that you might be happy for ever after, on
condition you would be miserable till the whole mass of
sand were thus annihilated at the rate of one sand in a
thousand years : Which of these two cases would you make
your choice ?"

1 This paper is signed " C.", in the edition of 1712, which is one of
the signatures used by Addison, See, however, Swift's *'Journal,"
quoted above. [T. S.]